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Messerschmj

Known to Luftwaffe pilots

as the ‘Emil’, the 109E was at
least as fast as the Spitfire
but was found to be less
manceuvrable, though more
so than the Hurricane,
Always handicapped by its
short range, its
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With a total preduction run of some 35,000, the Bf 109 can claim to be the most-
produced fighter aircraft in history. Conceived as a lightweight fighter, the pratotype
made its first flight in September 1935 and by the beginning of World War 11, 1056 «
Bf109B, C, D and E versions had been delivered to the Luftwaffe. These were followed
y by the F, G and K series. The aircraft fought on all fronts and through five years of
war became the mount of some of Germany's leading aces, including Erich Hartmann,
top scorer with 352 victories flying Bf 109s.
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Crew/Accommodation: One

Power Plant: One 1,475 hp Daimler-Benz
water-cooled in-line

Dimensions: Span 9.92m (32.55f1); iength 9.02m
(29.59 ft); wing area 16.5m? (172.75sq ft)

Weights: Empty 2,700kg (5,953 Ib); MTOW 3,150kg
(6,945 Ib)

Performance: Maximum speed 623km/h (387 mph) at
7,000m (22,967 f1); operational ceiling 11,750m
(38,551 ft); range 725km (450 miles)

Load: One 30mm cannon, two 20mm cannon and two
13mm machine guns, plus a 500kg (1,102 Ib) bomb
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